The Epistle to the Romans    Study 5

Romans 2: 1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: 

11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 

12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 

13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another) 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, 

18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law; 

19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness, 

20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 

21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? 

22 Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? 

23 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? 

24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written. 

25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. 

26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision? 

27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law? 

28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 

29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.

Romans 3: 1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? 

2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) 

6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? 

8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.

Sin (Part 2)
The Jewish World is guilty (Romans 2:1-3:8)
It is very likely that Paul was addressing the Jews in the church in Rome.  The message in these verses is in line with this view.  Verse 17 of chapter 2 clearly indicates that Paul was talking to Jews. “17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God”.   This message was for the Jews because they were very inclined to be very judgmental.  They would refer to non-Jews as “Gentile dogs” or “Uncircumcised dogs”.  They thought that because they were physical descendants of Abraham and had undergone circumcision they had a rightful place in heaven.  But, God through the Apostle Paul had bad news for them. “11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 

1. Verse 1-3.  And refer to these verses again. “Romans 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,  30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,  31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:”

How innocent were the Jews in respect to these sins (verse 29)?  So why couldn’t the Jews judge the Gentiles?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The Lord says in Matt 7: 1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.  2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.  3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?  4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?

Can we or can we not judge?  Why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. The Jews should not be so judgmental.  They themselves had been guilty of sinning against the one true living God.  They had despised ‘the riches of his goodness (His grace and mercy) and forbearance (His delay in punishing) and longsuffering’.  

Historically, how true was this - during the times of Moses, Judges, Kings, the Captivity, the return and ministry of the Lord?  Give an account of how the Jews despised ‘the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering’.

They said, “His blood be on us, and on our children.”  Luke 27:25.  Jerusalem was not destroyed by the Romans until AD 70, not immediately but nearly 40 years after the crucifixion of our Lord.  What does this demonstrate concerning our Lord’s dealings with the Jews?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Verse 4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?
If God is good to the unkind and the ungrateful, what would He do to the door of salvation to those who are repentant?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Verses 5 & 6.  (a) What were the unrepentant Jews doing in regards to the judgment to come?  What are we doing in regards to the judgment to come?  (For judgment for believers see: Romans 14:10, "But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ."  2 Corinthians 5:10, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad."  (b) How can we be sure that the judgment for us will be different for that of the unrepentant Jew?
a. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Verses 6-11.  Is Paul teaching salvation by works?  Why do you say so?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. Verse 7.  Who are people who “by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory etc…”?  What will they obtain?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Verse 8.  Who are people who are persistently contentious, and who do not obey the truth but unrighteousness?  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. Verse 9. What do they receive apart from indignation (vehement anger that rushes along relentlessly) and wrath (greatest kind of anger when God’s mercy and grace are exhausted)?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
9. Verses 8-11. Why did Paul say to the ‘Jews first and also to the Gentiles’?  What can you say about people who have heard the truth and known it and yet choose not to believe?  Do you see any similarity between them and the Jews?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10. Verse 11, “For there is no respect of persons with God.”   Would the Jews be shocked by this statement?  Why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11. Verses 12-15:  It is true the Jews being ‘in the law’ will be judged according to the law (the moral laws).  But, Gentiles do not have the law and will therefore not be judged based on the law. (a)  But in reality what is written in their hearts? (in verse 15, work of the law = working or operation of the law).  (b) Prove this observation by looking at human communities all over the world.  (c) What laws will the Gentiles be judged against?  Will they pass or fail the test?
a. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Verse 13 For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. 

Can doers of the law really be justified?  Discuss the possibility of such justification.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

12. Verse 15.  (a) What is the purpose of conscience?  Does it have the power to enable us to do right? (b) Why is it important to maintain a ‘sharp’ conscience?  (1 Timothy 4:1-2, "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;",  1 Corinthians 8:12, "But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ."  (c) How may we have a ‘sharp’ conscience?  (Hebrews 9:14, "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?")
a. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

13. Verse 16. What is so fearful about this judgment?  Why is God capable of such a judgment? Hebrews 4:13, "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do."
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

14. The advantages of a Jew:

Verse 17:

a. He is called a Jew (think of the greatness of his physical forbears – His progenitor, a friend of God, great kings, great prophets;  a chosen people).  Elaborate.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b. What does he rest on for salvation, compared to what non-Jews rest on?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c. What do they boast of?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
More advantages of a Jew

Verse 18:

d. What did they know?  (They had the means of knowing it – the OT, they had teachers, they had been taught how to worship God.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

‘And approvest the things that are more excellent. ‘The Jew had better laws, better songs, better philosophy, better moral lessons, purer worship than any heathen nation, and that he discerned, tried, allowed and approved more excellent things, because he had inspired men for his guides, as Moses and David and all the prophets’ - Plumer

Verse 19 & 20:

f. What was the Jew confident of?  Paul was right in saying so concerning the Jew because the heathen around them did not have the spiritual light as the Jew had. The rites, the philosophies and mythologies of the heathen were full of absurdities.  Every reasonably intelligent Jew would have the “form of knowledge and of the truth in the law” ie “pattern, or summary of divine knowledge and truth, as made known in scripture.” 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
15. Verse 21:  Paul is saying here, “You, therefore, who teach another, do you teach yourself?” (Paraphrase).  
So which is correct in describing the Jews:  (a) They possessed the truth, (b) they practised the truth, (c) they possessed the truth, but did not practise it or (d) they possessed and practised the truth?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
16. Verses 21 to 23:  List the failures of the Jews.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

17. Verse 24:  What kind of testimony did they bear?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

18. How can we be sure that we not only be possessors but also practitioners of the truth?  How important is it that we be so?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The Jews’ Dependence on Physical Circumcision  (2:25-29)
God gave the sign of circumcision to Abraham to seal the covenant He made with Abraham that Abraham and his descendents would be God’s people and God would be their God (Gen 17).  The Jews in time became very proud of this sign and would refer to Gentiles as “uncircumcised dogs.”  The tragedy was that they relied on the outward sign for being righteous in the sight of God rather than on what the sign represented. Deuteronomy 10:16, "Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked."  Jeremiah 9:26, "Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart."  Colossians 2:11, "In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:"
What the Lord was interested in was spiritual circumcision.  It is the putting off of the sinful nature.
19. Verse 25.  What is the value of circumcision if the Jew does not keep the law?   In the sight of God what does the circumcision amount to?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

20. Verse 26.  What is the value of uncircumcision in the sight of God, if a Gentile keeps the righteousness of the law?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

21. Verse 27.  The Gentile who ‘by nature’ is not circumcised (ie who is physically  not circumcised), who is obedient to the law not only pleases God, but his faithful obedience will judge or rebuke the circumcised Jews who are not obedient to God’s laws.
22. Paraphrase verses 28 & 29.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Read this commentary by MacArthur:  “…The true mark of God’s child is not an outward symbol, such as circumcision, but a godly condition of the heart.   …. Paul restates the truth that knowledge of God’s law has no power to save a person.  Salvation comes by the Spirit of God Himself working in a believer’s heart, not by the mere letter of His Word (not by the mere direction of the law), true as it is.  The praise that the true Jew, the true believer, receives is not from men, who are more inclined to ridicule God’s people than to praise the.  The true believer’s reward of praise comes directly from God, his heavenly Father.

23. What are you relying on for salvation?  Are you a true ‘Jew’?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Romans 3: 1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? 

2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) 

6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? 

8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.

24. Verses 3:1,2.  What advantage did the Jews have?  (Meaning of oracles: divine communications words uttered by God)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

25. Verse 3:3. “For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?”  Opponents of Paul might argue that since God made His covenant with the Jews and made many promises to them, if some Jews did not believe then God was not faithful in keeping His covenant – His covenant was nullified.  The answer to the opponents is that God never made His promises unconditionally to descendants of Abraham, no matter how pure they were as his descendants.  Neither did He make His promises unconditionally to the descendants of great saints in the OT.   No Jews could claim security in God’s promises except that they repented from their sins and put their trust in the one true living God and showed their trust by their obedience to Him.
Read Romans 9:6-7, "Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:  Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called."

26. Verse 3:4.  The truth is God is always faithful. “4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.”  In the Garden of Eden, what did Satan try to do when he had this conversation with Eve - Genesis 3:4-5, "And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil."?   
27. When are we guilty of this sin – the sin of calling God a liar?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

28. Verse 5. But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man).   

MacArthur’s commentary:  “If God is glorified by the sins of Israel, being shown faithful Himself despite the unfaithfulness of His chosen people, then sin glorifies God.  In other words, Paul, you are saying that what God strictly forbids actually brings Him glory.  You are saying that God is like a merchant who displays a piece of expensive gold jewelry on a piece of black velvet so the contrast makes the gold appear even more elegant and beautiful.  You are charging God with using man’s sin to bring glory to Himself, and that is blasphemy.  You are impugning the righteous purity of God.  Not only that, but if man’s unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say about God’s judgment?”  Shall we say God is unrighteous when He takes vengeance? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance?
Paul totally disagrees with such a reasoning which is monstrously erroneous and so he says (I speak as a man).  In saying “I speak as a man”, Paul is saying here that he is only using human logic which did not originate from him but from those who were using such a wicked reasoning.  “I don’t agree with this reasoning.  Now let me express my view.”
29. Verse 6.  Paul expresses his view, which is the absolute truth.  “God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?
30. Verses 7 &8:  But the problem is:  Why is a person judged a sinner if sins bring glory to God?  Example: If the lie of a person brings glory to God why does God judge him a liar? That in essence is the meaning of  “7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner?  8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.”

What is the answer to this problem?  Consider the example of Joseph and his brothers.  Did their conduct bring advantages to them and to Joseph, finally?  Did their conduct bring honour and glory to God?  Was their conduct moral in the eyes of God?  What was their punishment?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

31. Think of questions that people might ask to question the righteousness of God?  How may we answer them?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
31. Verse 8.  “Damnation is just” for whom?  Consider both the opponents of Paul in his day and the opponents of the Gospel.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
32. How important is it there we be able to "….. earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints." Jude 3.   How may we equip ourselves so that we be able?  Make recommendations.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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